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CHAP,   be  understood as  referring to that side  of his

XIX

^^^s department only.

The               Before discussing these great departments of

Impke    state, it is well to glance at the facts with which they
fndudlng  deal, and the diagram here inserted may help to
a quarter  suggest their magnitude.    In the left-hand figure
kinTin"    the  races   of European origin are distinguished
govern-    from all the other families of mankind, who have
Sued   not as yet>  with the Possible exception of the
to the      Japanese, shown themselves equal to the task of
already     self-government.    The importance of this distinc-
ofrtie16    tion may be realized when it is remembered that,
task.       owing to their anxiety to preserve it, the people
of the United States, as well as those of the British
Dominions, have closed their territories to settle-
ment by all the races represented in the shaded
rectangles.   Those races, nevertheless, comprise the
greater part of mankind, and of this majority the
British people are now responsible for the govern-
ment of about one-third.    The task of ruling vast
communities, which cannot as yet govern them-
selves, has been accepted by the state which in
modern times has been mainly identified with the
principle of self-government.    By the extension of
its citizenship to the backward races the Common-
wealth has coine to include one quarter of the
human race.    The constituent elements of this
complex polity are analysed in the diagram in-
serted opposite to page 59, which the reader will do
well to open and keep before him while reading
this   chapter.    He   will   thus   realize   that   the
Commonwealth   is   a   typical section of human
society including every race and level of civilization,
organized as one state.    In this world Common-